We continue 
our pacifist 


stance.* 


“Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse 


you, pray for those who mistreat you.” 
~ Jesus 


‘Headline by Dorothy Day at the start of World War Ul 
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y Sugar Creer 
by Kari Giltner 
SW ifeliections of a first-time attender to the 
Nae Sugar Creek retreat.) 
Nghe week before we went to 
ugar Creek was a tragedy. 
Wl of our hearts were heav 
ith sorrow. er...coupled 
ith sorrow. A ire for 
tice burned in my heart. 


On the way to Sugar Creek, 
prayed for God to soften my 
art and to be open to the 

glk of peace that runs deep 
the hearts of Catholic 
forkers. God honored my 


As I spent time with these 

hin and beautiful people, I 

iad a chance to put the anger 
site. I found peace in our 
athering. I found peace in 

he passing of a candle and 

ie silence that went with it. 
‘abo found hope. The flame 

if one candle shines brightly 

m the darkness. 


Te talks were encouraging, 
iting plans together for 

action when we got home. 

pasy friendships were made 
owe Gear have a 

Bond. 


fndless beauty surrounded 
sin ales of rolling 

ween hills. Cows mooing 

fom a pleasant distance. 
Temporarily residing in a 
pirtual place. Bringing 


ome a piece of it in our 


OMmITw 
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A joyous beauty ras. found 
hn participating in the music. 
was wild and free, ‘i 
impromptu, and people were 
frawn to it as it drifted 
across the grounds. 
Sharing meals...sharing 
mstories...laughter, tears.... A 
most Peanut ul experience 
fiat helped reshape my heart. 
The Good Lord willing, I look 
aiorward to our gathering 
year. 


Why 


by Tim Schmitt 


> 


oy The talking heads on television 
aetalied the World Trade Center Tow- 
=pers the “great symbol of capitalism.” 

AndTuesday morning it lay in ruins 
ap while millions of Americans struggled 
iio find out why. 

Tom Brokaw, sounding rehearsed 
and solemn, said, “This country, the 
Strongest country in the world, has 
been the subject of a terrorist attack.” 

But why? 

{fs too early to tell, too soon even to 
speculate at this point. And even the 
most clear-cut and articulately stated 
feason would make no sense. There 
is simply no reason for anything like 
this to happen. 

The talking heads — Matt Lauer, 

e Couric, Tom Brokaw and crew 
gave it a shot though. “We live in an 
‘open society with open borders,” said 
‘one voice in an early report attempt- 
ing to find a way this could happen. 
Asif freedom were to blame. Forget- 
ting that this happens much more of- 
ten in-non-democratic countries. 
There were gasps of fear and shock 
and panicand sadness when the tele- 
vision showed the smoke-engulfed fi- 
nancial district in New York City. There 
‘was anger and frustration on the faces 
‘of my co-workers when they learned 
ihe Pentagon‘had béen hit as well. 


by Fran Fuller 

This year’s annual gathering of 
Midwest Catholic Workers at Sugar 
Creek began three days after the 
World Trade Center terrorism. It was 
a tremendous blessing to be able to 
gather with those striving for peace 
rather than war. It was a time to re- 


‘flect, strengthen one another, and re- 


mind ourselves that we are not alone 
and we are not without hope. 

We met in small groups to discuss 
the Catholic Worker response to the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001, 
and then came together as one to 
share the results of those discus- 
sions. 

The Catholic Worker movement 
has much to offer. Our manifesto is 
the Sermon on the Mount. It provides 
an altemative vision that is more ef- 
fective than violence. The Catholic 
Worker foundation of nonviolence, 
voluntary poverty and the works of 
mercy are a witness of God’s King- 
dom on earth. We can respond non- 
violently to the current situation while 
many are screaming for retaliation. 

One action we can take is to have 
one-on-one discussions with others. 
We can listen respectfully even to 
those calling for retaliation and re- 
spond with words of peace. We do 
not need to feed the fires of violence, 


Reprinted from 9/12/01 issue of CityView 


“What sucks is we don’t even know 
who to strike back,” said one person 
in my office. “I say we nuke ‘em till 
they glow,” said another, despite the 
fact that we don’t even know who 
“em? is just yet. 

Simple answers from simple minds. 

And there will be more to come in 
the weeks that follow. 

As Americans, we occupy a unique 
place in the global society. We live 
in a protective shell that is only oc- 
casionally breached. And when it is, 
we are appalled that anyone would 
have the audacity to do this to us. We 
are isolated from the reality of the rest 
of the planet. 

While buildings are bombed and ci- 
vilians and children are killed on an 
almost daily basis in Israel, Palestine, 
Iraq and much of what we've deemed 
the “Third World,” we sit in our La-Z- 
Boys and watch global news reports 
about tornadoes in Kansas and fires 
in Kentucky. As the events unfolded 
Tuesday morning, our advertising 
staff sat in a meeting in the back room 
refusing to turn on the TV for the 
news, presumably until the business 
at hand was complete. 

We, the citizens of ‘the strongest 
country in the world,” are ignorant. 

The shock, sadness and anger we 
feel whenthis happens within our bor- 
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but we do need to recognize that we 
share a common humanity with those 
ready to respond in kind. 

Somehow we must try to unite and 
show how large a movement there 
really is for a peaceful response. Cre- 
ation of a global peace flag, use of a 
symbol such as a yellow ribbon, etc. 
would be visuals to show our solidar- 
ity and commitment to peace. The 
media makes it seem that the major- 
ity of Americans is supportive of re- 
taliation. We must get the word out to 
people that there are altematives. And 
we are called by our faith traditions 
to look at those alternatives, 

Jesus’ teachings are still relevant 
today. “Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you.” (Luke 6:27-28). “Do not 
repay anyone evil forevil.. If your en- 
emy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him something to drink. In doing 
this, you will heap burning coals on 
his head. Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.” (Ro- 
mans 12:17-21) 

Now is a time to recall the truths the 
Catholic Worker movement is 
founded on. One of these truths is that 
every person is an image of God and 
must be treated with dianitv and re- 


ders is justifiable and correct. But to 
believe that it is more of a tragedy be- 
cause it happened to Americans is 
not. 

We talk of free trade, of globaliza- 
tion, of reaching across borders, all 
the while cowering within our borders 
and failing to interact with the rest of 
the world. 

The talking heads on television 
spoke of the hatred many feel toward 
the United States, There was 1996 
World Trade Center bombing, the 
U.S. Embassy bombings in Kenya, the 
USS Cole and many more thwarted 
attacks. The Tuesday attacks were 
simply the latest example of this ha- 
tred. There was never any discussion 
of why this hatred exists, only the im-, 
plication that it is not deserved, that 
we are suffering for our success. 

But the fact is, we as Americans do 
this to other countries almost every 
week. We've killed more than 500,000 
children in lraq since the end of the 
Gulf War. We’ve bombed the country 
and dismissed the deaths of these 
children and their dark-skinned par- 
ents as necessary to the well-being 
of the New World Order. 

We've declined to participate in al- 
most every major global treaty and 
have chosen to impose our ideals and 
practices on the-rest of the world. The 
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spect. We see Christin everyone. Jesus 
didn’t give His life for Americans only but 
died for the world. Our vision of our fam- 
ily must expand to include the world. 

Our founder, Dorothy Day, wrote: “De- 
liver us, Lord, from the fear of the en- 
emy. That is one of the lines in the 
psalms, and we are not asking God to 
deliver us from enemies but from the fear 
of them. Love casts out fear, but we have 
to get over the fear in order to get close 
enough to love them. 

There is plenty to do, for each one of 
us, working on our own hearts, changing 
our own attitudes, in our own neighbor- 
hoods. If the just man falls seven times 
daily, we each one of us fall more than 
that in thought, word and deed. Prayer 
and fasting, taking up our own cross daily 
and following Him, doing penance, these 
are the hard words of the Gospel.” 

“A new commandment | give, that you 
love others.as | have loved you,” not to 
the defending of your life, but to the lay- 
ing down of your life. A hard-saying. 
“Love is indeed a harsh and dreadful 
thing” to ask of us, of each one of us, but 
it is the only answer.” 

To follow the nonviolent Jesus in the 
midst of unimaginable violence is the call 
and the challenge to which we remain 
committed. We continue our pacifist 
stance. 


Kyoto Protocol, the International Ban on 
Landmines were ignored and thwarted by 
the United States. despite support from 
almost every other corner of the planet. 
We’ve promoted NAFTA, GATT, the 
FTAA and global “free trade” despite the 
global outbursts of anger and resistance 
these have sparked. 

Perhaps, then, we should think less of 
reinforcing our isolationist, protective 
shell, and becoming a real player on the 
world stage, acknowledging that others 
do exist and the world is not ours to run 
as we see fit and the rest of the planet 
be damned. 

This should be a wake-up call. 

We are not well liked. And though the 
actions of Tuesday were as wrong as 
could possibly be, we should stop and 
think about why they happened. 

Shortly after the events unfolded, | 
spoke with Jeffrey Weiss, education di- 
rector for the American Friends Service 
Committee, a pacifist organization that 
promotes peace and understanding for 
all people. 

‘Violence begets violence,” he said. 
“And violence in any form is wrong. | hope 
that’s the lesson people draw from this.” 

It was the most intelligent thing | heard 
all day. 

If you'll excuse me now, !’ll be leaving 
work today to hug my darinhter and have 
along talk with her. Gy 
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Excerpt from 9/13/01 issuc of City View 


What Would Jesus Do? 


by Anne Scott 


On September 11, Fr. Frank Cordaro turned on the televi- 
sion and saw planes flying into the World Trade Center. He 
saw the Pentagon on fire. He saw “this awful, awful thing.” 
And then he did what he does every day. He prayed “for all 
the people suffering, for this country and for the people of 
the world.” 

Cordaro was horrified at the carnage in New York and at 
the rhetoric of war, “beating the drums for war and revenge.” 
War is not the answer, he says. War is the problem. War is 
the enemy. 

For three decades, Cordaro has been seeking and preach- 
ing peace. He committed his first act of civil disobedience on 
August 9, 1977, when he poured blood on the Pentagon, 
what he calls “that bloody place.” 

Since then, he has chained shut the doors of an Internal 
Revenue Service office to protest military expenditures. He 
celebrates the Feast of the Holy Innocents each December 
28 by trespassing at Strategic Command Headquarters at 
Offutt Air Force Base near Omaha. He has trespassed at the 
lowa Air National Guard base to protest the guard’s work in 
enforcing the no-fly zone over Iraq. And he has beaten swords 
into plowshares actually it was a B-52 at Andrews Air Force 
Base that he pounded with a hammer. 

Cordaro has lost count of the number of times he has been 
arrested; he has served 38 months in prison for breaking the 
law to make his witness for peace. Behind bars is the right 
place to be, he says, “because it’s where Jesus was, among 
the murderers and thieves.” 

The terror of September 11 won't stop Cordaro’s peace 
work. He disagrees with those who compare last week’s at- 
tacks with Pearl Harbor. “It isn’t Pearl Harbor,” he says. “It’s 
Hiroshima.” 

Cordaro makes the point that the Pearl Harbor attack was 
a strategic attack by a military force against another military 
force, whereas on September 11, some guys with plane tick- 
ets and box cutters tore apart the lives of folks who were 
going to work or on the job. That, he says, is more akin to 
Hiroshima, “where we set a moral climate that makes collat- 
eral damage acceptable.” 

Cordaro is delivering a message many Americans, many 
lowans may not want to hear right now: “Human beings did 
this. Human beings like us. These were not Martians. It’s a 
desperate cry “we're bringing to your land what you brought 
to ours.” 

But he believes he’s on solid ground here and cites the 
Beatitudes: “Love your enemies, do good to those who curse 
you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you 
on one cheek, turn to him the other also.” 

What do we do now? We don't say we'll smoke them out, 
Cordaro says. We don't vow to wage war on those who at- 
tacked America. "We’re really willing to blow up the world to 
protect our way of life?” he wonders and shakes his head. 
”To get to the heart of it, we have to look at ourselves,” he 
says. “Our signature is on this. In Biblical terms, we sow 
what we reap. We created this. Hiroshima is very much like 
what these people did.” !f we don’t try to understand why 
people hate us, we'll just get caught up “in a whirlwind of 
hate and self-righteousness,” he says. 

The best way to honor those who died on September 11, 
Cordaro says, is to mourn what happened that horrific day, 
to grieve with those throughout the world who have lost loved 
ones to terrorism and violence and to work to make sure that 
these are the last lives lost to violence. 
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Becoming Nonviolent in the Way of the Ci 


by Laura Fuller 


During this year’s.lowa State 
Fair, the lowa National 
Guard’s tent was in full swing. 
Instead of emphasizing the 
ways the Guard has helped 
people, through important ser- 
vices such as disaster relief, 
they chose the Bradley Fight- 
ing Vehicle as their main at- 
traction. Parents, attempting 
to capture Kodak moments, in- 
nocently rushed their children 
to the gruesome machine to 
play make-believe. Even the 
Des Moines Register saw this 
scene as newsworthy. 

The late Timothy McVeigh 
was quite familiar with this 
particular vehicle. In fact, this 
machine helped McVeigh 
learn to kill, according to his 
autobiography. He operated it 
in order to finish off wounded 
Iraqi soldiers, which was hard 
for him at first but grew easier. 
Indeed, killing eventually be- 
came so easy that the Okla- 
homa City bombing barely 
phased him. 

While McVeigh’s actions in 
Oklahoma City were obviously 
violent, so were the actions of 
the government when it taught 
McVeigh to kill and when it ex- 
ecuted him for killing. But, we 
have become immune to these 
types of events because we 
rarely see them firsthand or 


“perhaps because we see too 


much of them. 


Free Lecture at “s 
Simpson College s 
On October 24, Sr. e 
Helen Prejean, author ¢ 
of Dead Man Walking, 
will give the annual 
McBride Lecture at 
Simpson College in 
Indianola, IA. The lec- 
ture will be at 7 pm in 
the Smith Chapel. The 
public is invited. 


We are now 


online! 


Still, murder, although often 
glorified, is an act that most 
will agree is violent. However, 
as we unpack the term to dis- 
cuss issues such as capital 
punishment, war, and abor- 
tion, opinions vary widely. lt 
gets even more difficult when 
we start to realize that vio- 
lence takes many forms, most 
of which are more subtle. 

It is important here, however, 
to not get bogged down with 
the naming of specific prac- 
tices as violent and arguing 
our cases for or against them, 
but to ascertain why we are 
called to be a nonviolent 
people and to recognize what 
a life of nonviolence looks like. 

Jesus led a nonviolent life 
and reigns over a nonviolent 
Kingdom; consequently, He 
goes against society and dis- 
rupts its politics. On the cross 
and through His resurrection, 
Jesus has actively conquered 
violence. As followers of 
Christ, we must take the non- 
violent and suffering way of 
the cross in our daily lives, 
even unto death. 

For us, nonviolence will not 
be attained instantaneously; 
we will prayerfully discover 
more deeply how to live in 
such a way. Without the grace 
of God, we cannot fully prac- 
tice.a-life of nanvialence, but 
we must strive to imitate 


Just Faith Workshop 
By Jack Jezrell 
November 17, 2001 
10 AM-4PM 
All Saints Parish 
Stuart, lowa 
Cost $5 per person 


This workshop is open to 
anyone who has an inter- 
est in social justice or par- 
ish social ministry. 

Contact Pat Finan at 

515-237-5047 or 
pfinan@dmdiocese.org. 


Visit us 


www.catholicworker.org. Just click on “communities" 


and look for Des Moines Catholic Worker. We wel- 
come any suggestions or ideas. 


Bishop Dingman House 


at 


1310 7th St. 

(515) 243-0765 
Community members: 
Fr. Frank Cordaro 

Jerry Dermody 

Richard Flamer 

Mike Thompson 


Ws. Ligutts House 


1301 8th St. 
(515) 282-0583 


Community members: 


Mike & Fran Fuller 
Yusupha Sanneh 


Lazarus House 

1317 8th St. 

(515) 246-1499 
Community members: 
Ed Bloomer 

The Dawson family: Carla 
Julius, Joshua & Jordan 
Jackie Robinson 

Irving Schroeder 

Ted Walker 


Community Garden 
1307 8th St. 

(515) 283-0025 
Garden Coordinators: 
Meredith Bruns 

Erick Davidson 


— 


Jesus, the one Who flai 
shows us how. In bel 
Jesus, we will love G 
love our neighbors 4 
selves, which cannotb! 
through violent means. | 
While we seemingly 
give a definition ofn 
lence, we know it is ¢ 
more than passively 
against violence in pr 
According to Gandhi 
nonviolence should 1 
complete freedom from 
anger and hate and a 
flowing love for all.” 
It would be quite & 
those seeking nonvidk 
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Hello! | hope everyone is 
doing well. The world has 
been going through some big 

“changes lately. | hope every- 
~ one is praying and thinking of 
5 peace. We at the Worker 
“) have been going through 
PE some changes, but not nearly 

_ as great as the world. 
Cana.Scott, our summer ser- 
vice volunteer from Notre 
_ Dame, went back to school to 
‘start her sophomore year. 
She was a great worker. She 
_was wonderful at many things, 
" but! can say that painting was 
‘her shining star. Tim 
“Timberlake has moved east to 
pursue his education. He was 
the driving force in Dingman 
"House getting painted. You 
“can see by the great job that 
~ histalents were used in a won- 
derful way. We will miss the 
_ two of them.and hope that life 
will hold many blessings for 
_ them. 
Jerry Ebner has moved back 
to Hansen House. We wish 
him well in his new endeavors. 


tion to our community, Ted 
Walker. You might have re- 
membered him from last sum- 
“mer. He was the Notre Dame 
summer volunteer. He has 
since graduated from Notre 
Dame and felt called to come 
back and join our community. 
He is a great addition to us. 


- by Norman Searah 
Both August and Septem- 
ber have been very eventful 
months around here. In Au- 
gust, the DMCW celebrated 
its 25" anniversary. Even 
though | work from 5 am to 1 
pm, | attended three events 
ofthe celebration. | enjoyed 
_ seeing a lot of old commu- 
_ nity members and seeing 
how much they have 
changed and what they’re 
doing and remembering the 
‘past a little. 

_ It was good to see Joann 
Kennedy and Carman Trotta 
who are now members of the 
_ New York City Catholic 
Worker. They were both 
_ speakers on Friday night at 
Trinity United Methodist 


Se ee 


Community 


Ted Walker & Jackie Robinson 


We have an awesome addi-. 


He adds a calm presence to 
us. My three sons have found 
a great role model. He is a 
hope for a country that thinks 
of the younger generation as 
a “me-me” society. He gives 
that thought no leg to stand 
on. Thanks for coming to the 
DMCW community, Ted! 

Yusupha Sanneh is a young 
man from The Gambia, Africa, 
who is staying with us to go to 
school. He is a cleaning ma- 
chine! He takes the saying, 
“cleanliness is next to Godli- 
ness” to heart. We wish him 
well with his family situation. 

Mike T. and Eddie have been 
doing a wonderful job in the 
day-to-day operations of the 
House: Eddie has.continued 
the works of mercy. He is an 
inspiration to us all what with 
writing death row inmates, tak- 
ing food to shut-ins, and giv- 
ing of his time to listen to oth- 
ers’ problems. 

Fran and Mike Fuller have 
been great community mem- 
bers. Itis amazing how some 
people can truly hear the call 
and answer it and be better 
because of listening. Mike is 
organizing a chess tourna- 
ment at the House, and it is a 
great attraction. His calm 
presence is appreciated. 

Fr. Frank, as you might have 
read, is looking at more jail 
time for his witness at 


ie 


o Oster retired from 


her teaching career in 1981 
and a few days later began 
her second career as a 
peace activist. She attended 
a peace-related function and 
met John Zeitler there. She 
was impressed by what she 
heard and wanted to get in- 
volved. John took her by the 
hand and led her to Sr. Gwen 
Hennessey, the first Director 
of Catholic Peace Ministry, 
and said, “Gwen, here’s your 
volunteer.” 

Twenty years later, Helen is 
still involved with Catholic 
Peace Ministry and serves 
on the Board of Directors. 
She is secretary of WILF 
(Women’s International 
League for Peace and Free- 
dom). She’s a member of 
Call to Action and is active 
in local politics. 

Her career for peace has 
taken her to Nicaragua with 
the Witness for Peace orga- 
nization. She has taken part 
in many protests against the 
death penalty, sanctions in 
Iraq, militarism at the Offutt 
Air Force Base, the Nevada 
test site, etc. Her travels 
have also taken her to Cuba, 
Israel, Turkey, Haiti, and 
most recently, Chiapas, 


StratCom. He has been trav- 
eling to talk about the Bible’s 
teaching on pacifism. He has 
been assigned to St. John’s 


parish in. Cumming, IA: Keep » 


him in your prayers along with 
the others who use their lives 
as a witness against violence. 

Jerry Dermody is doing 
much better with his blood 
sugar control and has been a 
true example as to what can 
happen when you let God into 
your life. 

Irving has been put to the 
test with the massive amount 
of laundry with one dryer on 
the blink. But he has proven 
how resourceful he really is. 

Richard Flamer is working 
hard on putting his next del- 
egation together to go to 
Chiapas. He has also put on 
anew front porch at Ligutti and 


by Fran Fuller 


Mexico. She has joined the 
annual line-crossing at the 
School of the Americas three 
times and plans to make the 


Helen Oster 
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trip again this year to Fort 
Benning, GA. 

She has made two trips to El 
Salvador to deliver medicine. 
While there, she took part in 
a Co-Madres gathering and 
was horrified to see the pic- 
tures of missing people and 
pictures of people being tor- 
tured. She saw human bod- 
ies dumped in a ravine. Yet 
when she attended Mass amid 
all the tragedy, it was a very 
holy and beautiful experience 


is working with student work 
groups to scrape and prime 
Ligutti so it can be ready to 
paint in the spring. 

Jackie has been working 
hard. She watches the boys 
on Monday and Wednesday 
while | am at school, which is 
no easy task. Her grand- 
daughter, Adreona, is a great 
source of joy to us all. 

Julius is doing well with his 
senior year. It does seem that 
the phone is a permanent fix- 
ture to his ear. He is not play- 
ing football this year. He didn’t 
think he was 100% ready to 
play so he’s saving up for bas- 
ketball. He really likes his 
Advanced Government class. 
What a time to be learning 
about our government. 

Josh is starting seventh 
grade on a good note. He is 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


Saturday afternoon the 
DMCW had a picnic. Some 
people served while others 
ate. Others played music and 
others sat and talked. | hada 
good time eating some good 
food and talked to a few 
people. | also went to St. 
Anthony’s school cafeteria 
where Joe Tasahetta, a folk 
singer, artist and friend of the 
community, sang songs. It 
was a good event. 

Sunday afternoon | was 
planning a road trip to lowa 
City and Davenport to check 
on a couple of rest areas and 
maybe to visit Stephen Quilty. 
| stopped off at Dingman 
House for something to eat. 
When | spoke to Carla about 
where | was going, | found out 
that Gary Ekland needed a 


ride to Davenport. We left and 
| thought I’d stop off at the 
Rock Island Catholic Worker 
to talk with Stephen Quilty. 
However, when we got to Dav- 
enport, Stephen wasn’t there 
so | drove back to Des Moines. 
Also in August, there was the 
yearly line crossing and vigil 
at Offutt Air Force Base Au- 
gust 6" through the 9" in re- 
membrance of the atomic 
bombing on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. | didn’t go but | did 
hear something about it. 
Then in September was the 
annual Sugar Creek Retreat. 
| wasn’t there for a whole gath- 
ering, just a couple of hours 
before the yearly talent show 
with the Football Mary award. 
| was glad to see Lee there. 
This year he brought raspber- 


ries and ice cream rather than 
strawberries. | finally got to 
talk with Stephen Quilty at 
Sugar Creek. It was good to 
see Tina and her new live-in 
staff person from Bloomington 
Catholic Worker. It was good 
to see and talk with other 
Catholic Workers and enjoy 
an evening meal. | found out 
that | surprised a few people 
who thought that | wasn’t com- 
ing. Hey, | haven’t given up 
on the Catholic Worker move- 
ment. It’s within me. 

On the way to Sugar Creek, 
| stopped off in Tama, IA, for 
their yearly Pow Wow. | 
watched a friend’s daughter 
dance. It was her first time. 
The more | relearn and correct 
what | was taught, the more 
respect | have for Native 


Doe t jt ome. .Ht 


and she was greatly moved 
by the faith of the Salvador- 
ian people. While there, 
Helen visited the university 
along with Sr. Gwen 
Hennessey and met two of 
the six Jesuit priests who 
were later martyred. She 
visited the church where Os- 
car Romero was killed. His 
body was still there incased 
in glass. 

When she returns from her 
travels, she shares her ex- 
periences with various 
groups and her family and 
friends and always has 
trouble adjusting to the over 
abundance we have in the 
U.S. when she has seen 
people with so little. 

Helen heard about Friday 
night liturgy at the Catholic 
Worker House and began 
attending. This was when 
Bishop Dingman would cel- 
ebrate Mass in the base- 
ment of Lazarus House. 
Currently, Helen bakes the 
bread for communion at Fri- 
day night liturgy and is a 
regular volunteer at the 
Dingman House. She keeps 
the kitchen in order, washes 
stacks of dishes taller than 
she is, and spends time vis- 
iting with the guests. 
Continued on p 7 


happy about his classes and 
getting to see his friends. 

Jordan was chosen by his 
class to be a Conflict Man- 
ager. He is very excited. On 
his midterm, he got straight 
A’s. He is very proud that his 
hard work is paying off. | am 
proud of my three sons to see 
what nice young men they are 
growing up to be. 

In closing, | would like to 
thank everyone who came and 
celebrated our 25" Anniver- 
sary with us. It was a blessed 
event. We are blessed that 
everyone came from near and 
far to wish us well. May the 
light of God shine through 
these dark and troubled times. 
May we remember that peace 
is the answer. God bless, 


Carla Dawsow 


American Indians. | meet a 
few Native American Indians 
that are truckers when I’m at 
the rest areas. 

As for my job, | am one of 
many people working for con- 
tracting companies working 
with departments of transpor- 
tation as rest area mainte- 
nance workers. We are also 
goodwill ambassadors for our 
states. The company | work 
for is Wild Rose Contracting 
Service. My boss is a fine 
person named Bo. The pay is 
good but there are no benefits. 
So most of my pay goes to the 
doctor to help me with my dia- 
betes and other bills like car 
insurance. My days off are 
now Monday and Thursday. | 
miss my regular weekends 

continued on p 6 
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DMCW 25th Anni 
ind 


The DMCW’s 25th anniversary during the weleat 
of August 24-26 brought a lot of memories © 
forefront for me. It was the first time | had bate 
DMCW since the 10-year reunion In & 

Workers come and workets go, but it takes a 9m 
grace to volunteer for a quarter century. | was 
pleased to see Ron Wood, who alongwith Helen t 
was one of our first volunteers. It was also good’ 
the “Boys from St. Pius,” Frs. Dave Polich, Jim . 
and Tank DeCarlo who were early supporters of DM 
| was also glad to see Eddie Polich, charter memis 
and his wife-to-be Katy Selim, who continues #© 
character to any conversation. tr 

Frank has a special gift to be able to draw tote 
people from many different backgrounds. Once ff 
together, we ate all better people than when we si 

(God bless you, Frank!) And because it takes 2 

to live with a martyr, God bless Carla, Jackie, Eq) 

Mike F., Richard, Mike T., and the newset mem 

the DMCW community, Ted. ic 

| have read the via pacis sporadically over thef 

So |_was humbled to be in the presence © sol 

people | have.only read about for many) 

When we'started the house:in Des Moines, thé 
other Midwest CWs were in Davenport, Kansas 
and Milwaukee. | am also hambled by the work 

by so many others to build communities in t 

cities of Sioux City, Watetloo, Cedar Falls, Du 

Cedar Rapids and Malloy and elsewhere arou 

country. The most important outcome of 
ing a community is not how long it lasts, a 
that it was created at all. Experiences can last'a lt 
for someone who was deeply touched during 4 
visit. And | believe God remembers even a single 
kindness. | 
Once a reporter asked Dorothy Day in her late 
if she ever longed for the days of the Viet Nat 
tests when the peace movement was more popu 
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inihotos and Reflection 


Shded that those were some of the darkest days of 
the weekgilinpeaceand justice movement. Some people involved 
ories tolimmlke mass protests had other agendas that -were only 
had beenimmotely connected to justice and peace. | wonder if 
> in A9Gliethy would feel the same way about some of the 
kes 4 spetiiment activities with world trade protests. Frank men- 
. | was Valned that the type of activity the community is cur- 
Jeler Tichamly focused on is “niche witness.” It’s like the local 
good tomes roaster that provides a brew for a neighborhood 
Jim Dubaiitions, compared to Starbucks or Maxwell House. The 
s of DMGMMA trade protests don’t need another dozen people 
mem bebiimbus to Washington. The consistent peaceful wit- 
nues to aim of a handful at Offutt AFB also makes a strong 

fement. 
aw togetimipne dynamic that remains is tension between the 
Once Weallp ministries. Some Workers are motivated more by 
1 we staftiimeworks of metcy, including feeding the hungry and 
akes 4 saiimatering the homeless. Others are driven to the wit- 
ie, Ed, Figmmsfor peace and justice. Some can do both well. From 
mem bemascussion with Frank and many of those present, 
community has been stronger in one or the other 

or the yegmmuiferent times through the years. Lest-anyone, in- 
of So Fnailaling yours truly, claim that any time was the best, 
any yeaimng to them “These are the good old days!" 
=s, the offmanatticle from a Catholic Worker newspaper of the 
‘ansas Gil0stalked about how our lives and our communi 
vork stapiamelike the soup we share. Today's soup is made wit 
in the lolliestock and surplus of yesterday's soup, as that one 
, Dubuaiiim fiom the day before. i’d like to think that the soup 
{round dammtGtia and Fran served had.a few atoms of one that 
f establidimhelped to create twenty-five years ago. 
but: ratmfed blessed that |-was a Worker. Thanks to all of 
t'3 lifetingey for the hospitality. God: bless everyone who is a 
ng a singgatofthe family: the guests, the workers, the volun- 
ingle actimees, and those who keep us in their prayers. 


r later yes . Joe Davia 
Nam pile DMCW Co-Founder and Designated: Capitalist 
opular, § 
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Four Arrested Protesting Weapons at IA State Fair 


Lto R: Fran Fuller, Fr. Frank Cordaro, Ed Bloomer, Brian Terrell 


You Can't Keep 


a Good Man Down 
Kenney Protests 
Duluth Air Show 
from Inside Duluth 
Federal Prison 
Camp 


by Fr. Frank Cordaro 


We received a note from 
Mark Kenney dated Septem- 
ber 4th. He just finished doing 
six days in “The Hole,” the dis- 
ciplinary cell at the Duluth 
Federal Prison Camp (FPC) 
for staging a one-man protest 
during the annual Duluth Mili- 
tary Air Show. 

The Duluth FPC walking 
track is right next to an Air 
Force Base. Mark sent us a 
copy of the Incident Report 
and writes, “the Blue Angels 
were flying overhead during 
the incident. They were the 
grand finale.” 

Mark was charged with “En- 
gaging in a Demonstration.” 
The following is the descrip- 
tion of the incident as reported 
by Lieutenant P Hickey: 

On 8-29-2001, at 9:00 am an 
investigation concluded that 
revealed the following. On 8- 
26-2001, at approximately 
3:15 pm, staff witnessed in- 
mate Kenney #14018-047, 
walking the track next to the 
fence that borders a public 
street. Inmate Kenney was 
carrying a bible, a cross 
painted blood red, and wear- 
ing a t-shirt on which he had 
written the statement “STUDY 
WAR NO MORE” also written 
in blood red. The time of this 
action coincided with the 
Duluth Air Show allowing nu- 
merous civilians to witness 
Kenney’s protest. 

Mark Kenney #14018-047 

FPC Duluth 

P O Box 1400 
Duluth MN 55814 


Richard Flamer Photo 


Loe ie risky. 
/t ¢ even rivkicre thin war, 
Love anyway! 


Jail 
Addresses 


Don’t forget our other CW 
friends who are currently 
prisioners of conscience. 
Send prayers and letters! 


Jeff Dietrick 
#81196-012 

MDC-LA, PO Box 1500 
Los Angeles, CA 90053 


Steve Jacobs 
#88110-020 

Federal Prison Camp 
PO Box 1000 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 


Karl Meyer 
#96128-024 

FCI! Manchester 

PO Box 3000 
Manchester, KY 40962 


Gwen Hennessey 
#90288-020 

FPC Pekin 

PO Box 6000 
Pekin, IL 61555 


Dorothy Hennessey 
Dept.of Corrections 
1494 Elm Street 

Dubuque, IA 52001 


Norman’s Whereabouts 

continued from p 3 
and some of the things that | 
used to do. But as much as 
there are sad sides to my job, 
there are many good sides, 
too. 

| make sure that the 
restrooms are clean along with 
the rest of the building. | also 
put up the flags in the morn- 
ing with a prayer. I’ve been 
growing tomatoes at the two 
Waukee rest areas where 
people can pick them for free. 

There is never a dull or bor- 
ing minute and people will al- 
ways ask questions. Some 
people come to eat at one of 
many picnic tables or walk a 
dog or cat and just recently, a 
pet ferret. Truck drivers have 
some interesting dogs and 
cats. We have people stop to 
exercise while others stop to 
pray or pay a game of golf, 
Frisbee, ball or take pictures. 
Everyone seems to treat ev- 
eryone else with respect. 

Since the bombing, | put the 
flags at half-mast and | say a 
prayer for everyone including 
you, my readers, and | thank 
you. & 


by Fran Fuller 

Four members of the lowa 
Committee to End War Crimes 
Against lrag were arrested on 
August 15, 2001, at the lowa 
National Guard display inside 
the lowa State Fair. Fr. Frank 
Cordaro, Brian Terrell, Ed 
Bloomer and Fran Fuller were 
detained by Fair authorities 
and taken away for displaying 
giant pictures of Iraqi children 
who are victims of U.S. bomb- 
ing and economic sanctions. 
Brian Terrell, Director of 
Catholic Peace Ministry, pled 
not guilty and his trial is sched- 
uled for October 12, 2001. 

Among the weapons dis- 
played by the lowa Guard, 
along with an Abrams Tank 
and a Howitzer Cannon, is the 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle. 
Timothy McVeigh, National 
Guard member and Oklahoma 
Gity bomber, was a member of 
the Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
crew and was decorated for 
his role in burying dead and 
wounded Iraqi soldiers in the 
sand ten years ago at the end 


Letter dated August 23, 
2001, to Helen Oster: 

“Dorothy is not doing too 
good. Lots of rumors fly 
around but | heard she fell 
twice yesterday. When | asked 
Gwen today how she was, 
Gwen said she was sleeping. 
Another rumor has it that Dor- 
othy was asked to go home 
but she refused. The inmates 
feally like her and look after 
her everywhere she goes.” 

Soon after this note arrived, 
Sr. Dorothy Marie Hennessey 
was sent to a Federal Prison 
holding facility in Dubuque be- 
cause of her ill health. She will 
do the remainder of her six- 
month sentence there. Letters 
are welcomed. Write to: Sr 
Dorothy Marie Hennessey at 
Department of Corrections, 
1494 Elm Street, Dubuque, IA 
52001. 


Letter dated September 4, 
2001 to DMCWers: 

“Nothing can be sent. Even 
stickers that Tricia sent were 
returned to her. We had a 


Letters from Rita Hohe 


DMCWs will travel to Fort Benning, GA, forthe 
the School of the Americas” vigil and nonviolent 
ence protest. We will be driving out with our a 


franciefuller@ msn.com as soon as possible. 
For more information on the event nationallys 
SOA Watch 
PO Box 4566 
Washington, DC 20017 
(202) 234-3440 
www.soaw.org 
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Bloomer & Gardai DMCW Photo 
Indicted for Line-Crossing Feast of the Holy Innocents 


was Very ITiin 

ithe speaimmrran Tuller August 6 and 9, 1945. The Sermon on the Mount. iM arte . 
mab ae a NDE: Frank Cordaro and Ed igi! began at 8 am on August He also added: “Today, we're. The Des Moines Catholic Wor ker Community invites you to 
mily had smerof the DMCW were 6 at the moment the first hereto remember the dead of Jomus for the 23rd Annual Feast of the Holy Innocents Retreat, 
| Weenily indicted for an Au- puclearbomb wasdroppedon World War Il and remember Witness and Line Crossing at STRATCOM Headquarters on 


le speakers | ; : ; 

ay sage) 2001, line-crossing at Hiroshima. It continued 12 the dead of all wars and pro- December 26 - 28, 2001. 

‘funeral Masa Air Force Base in hoursaday until 11 amon Au- test the living legacy thatis “As I travel, there is the belief that the nuclear arms race, the 
que, NE. Bill and Jean * gust 9 when the second StratCom headquarters.” The danger of nuclear holocaust has past. This is a deception. The 


f one of thel ; A F 
nitted suici 4 le LES ee nuclear bomb was droppedon four activists knelt at the ling nuclear arms race is far from over. We must pursue the com- 
not permitiefie: aa Hai alters ‘Eqs © Neon & cee the ae began Rel the me plete abolition of nuclear weapons. A decade after the end of the 
uneral at home. , eat index Was over 100 de- Prayer as they were arrested iq war, there remains 35,000 nuclear weapons in the world. 


Jisscheduled for Janua a : 
ry Sieeaceacl day, Reggie by Giruth se eugliy omnisers: More than 5,000 of these in the U.S. & Russia are on a hair- 


fas filled. Eig , c 
eased. Mme Due to Fr. Frank’s persisted. There was no violence or — . 
’ mare is thie” heart attack, his court Ten peace activists were even raised voices as the four trigger alert. By accident or on purpose they can destroy their 
| have evel: been delayed. present for the line crossing. were led onto the base, ‘arget cities in less than an hour. - 
“Wie line-crossing was part They gathered in a circle for searched and handcuffed by = Excerpt from Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, March 3, 1999, NE 


vent clear a6 . . 
: for Peace Peacemaking Award acceptance speech. 


athree-day vigil at the prayer and then the fourtook the guards wearing latex 


ther day. Tie. ‘eee ‘ si 
ig fluffy. clo Gate-of Offutt AFB,~ «their position at»the -line-fac-». gloves. All four were released Offutt Air Force Base has served as the home of our nation's 
ys. And atne of the Strategic Com- ingthe 12 members of the 55" after being processed. nuclear weapons targeting and command headquarters forover 
e filled with. (StratCom), in remem- Wing securityforces. Amem- Other DMCWers participat- 50 years. Formerly the Strategic Air Command, now the Strate- 


of the anniversary of ber of the security team read ing in the vigil were Richard gi Command (STRATCOM), Offutt AFB holds the rest of the 
g atomic bombing of from a scripted statement or- Flamer and Fran Fuller. |. spite ; é Pe eS marae lorer 
ashi dN ki on ; or ; ene world under a threat of global nuclear annihilation every day, 
tabl d= ima and Nagasaki on dering the activists to dis- Thank you to all those who . : 
es and si every hour, every minute of the year. 
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ignored meaning of the Christmas story. Come and help us ex- 
pose, confront and convert our country’s God-awful nuglear 
weapon’s operational headquarters. 

This year’s retreat will be hosted the basement of St John’s 
of Creighton Church, 9500.Calitormia Plaza, Omaha, right on 
Creighton University’s campus. Plenty of floor space is available 
in the St John’s Church basement. If you need a bed, child-care 
or have any other special needs, please contact us. 

The Retreat begins at 7 pm Wednesday night, December 26, 
with a Christias party. On Tinisday, December 27, we will drive 
to Offutt AFB for a brief praver service and reading of St. 
Matthew’s Infant Narrative. Nonviolence training, community 
building, Bible study and prayer will also take place on Wednes- 
day. The retreat will end with a Vigil and Line Crossing at Offutt 
ase : : _ AFB at 12:30 pm, Friday, December 28. 

Fr. Frank Cordaro’s arrest at Offutt DMCW Photo This year’s retreat and witness is an excellent opportunity for 
Radical Retirement people who want a beginning experience in nonviolent civil dis- 


Continued from p 3 } obedience. Since the retreat lands between Christmas and New 
Helen has blessed the Fast and Pray Years, we are making a special appeal to college and high schoo! 
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ible. EiBloomer from the DMCW| of Hebrews. She has eee each week from Thursday — Anyone who is considering doing the “line crossing” shoulc 
ionally Conta. | will answer charges of} us that life decatea aHabat re- evening to Friday evening. If plan on being with us for the full retreat. Any exceptions to thi: 


requirement for line-crossers must be cleared with the group. 

Omaha/Council Bluffs area friends and supporters are encour 
aged to join us at any time during the gathering, especially for the 
witness and line crossing on Sunday, December 28. 
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ning. Her work forpeace and Dingman House for Friday 
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ka a uigtipport your} Helen’s 85" birthday is No- £5 aw istration forms contact Fr. Frank Cordaro or Fran Fuller @ 
BIR istics. vember 23. Happy Birthday, ; 4 : DMCW,, ph: (515) 243-0765 / or at the DMCW web page @ 
Peace with justice, Helen, and may the peace of oF wast Seat in 

SP www.no-nukes.org/dmew/, 


Christ continue to be with you. 


_ fr. Frank 
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DMCW NEEDS 


Prayers! Without them, none of the rest matters ( REALLY!). 


Money! Summer is our lean time of the year. We try to live off the surplus of the 
winter and spring donations. However, money Is rarely in surplus at the DMCW, especially 
when we are trying to keep up with operational costs and renovation projects. Cash donations 
large and small are always welcome and needed. 


Renovation Needs! If you have not visited us in the last couple of years, you will be 
surprised at all the work that’s been done on our houses, Still, there is a lot more that needs 
to be done. Ligutti House needs'exterior painting, a working kitchen, and completion of the 
new porch, Lazarus House needs a new roof, basement renovation, and back stairway. 
Dingman’ House needs basement shelving, new front porch and an updated kitchen. All three houses also have electri- 
cal and plumbing needs. So good carpenters, plumbers and electricians are always needed. We need folks who can take 
on a specific project whether they doit themselves or pay to have it done. 


Witserentleee she Uist 


Food and Stuff! The summer food drought has hit us hard. Our food pantty is bare. We need canned and dry 
goods as well as toiletries, Especially needed are: coffee, 100% fruit juice, breakfast cereal, canned fruit, vegetables, 
beans, soup and stews, disposable razors and shaving cteam, shampoo, hand soap, toilet paper, tissue, paper towels, 
maxi-pads and tampons. 


Finally, we are always looking for individuals or work crews to help with maintenance and general cleaning. There 
is a lot of yard and garden work to be done. People are always welcome to come and help us out with the hospitality. 
Just give a call or drop by, Thanks for your continued support. 

The Des Moines Catholic Worker, 1310 - 7th St., Des Moines, IA 515-243-0765 
Please send contributions to: PO Box 4551, Des Moines, [A 50306 


